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2016C O M M E N C E M E N T

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

Order of Procession

The Chief Marshals
The Faculty and Administration of the University
The Graduate Marshals 
The Graduates of the University
The Trustees of the University
The Dais Party

Dais Party

1. William L. Scheller II, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Engineering and Business  

2. Linda M. Fleming, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

3. Carolynn B. Masters, Ph.D., RN 
Dean, Morosky College of Health Professions and Sciences 

4. Anjali Sahay, Ph.D. 
President, Faculty Senate 

5. Hannah E. Kirby, ‘10, ‘12M 
Vice President, Gannon University Alumni Association

6. Brian Nichols 
Vice President for Student Development and Engagement

7. Amanda Granata 
President, Student Government Association

8. Reverend Michael T. Kesicki 
Associate Vice President for Mission and Ministry

9. Walter Iwanenko, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

10. Keith Taylor, Ph.D. 
President

11. The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L. 
Bishop, Diocese of Erie 
Chairperson, Board of Trustees

12. Philip H. Kelly, D.A. 
Honorary Degree Recipient and Speaker 
Professor of English, Gannon University

1 53 7

11

2 6

10

4 8

12

9

Graduates and members of the audience are asked to remain in their seats throughout the ceremony so that they do not interfere with the  
special moments of others. During the ceremony, please turn off all cell phones and mobile devices. Thank you. 
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Order of Exercises

Processional*

“Pomp and Circumstance: March No. 1”
Sir Edward Elgar

Posting of Colors*

Gannon University’s Army ROTC

National Anthem*

“The Star-Spangled Banner”
Francis Scott Key

Call to Commencement
Walter Iwanenko, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Opening Song*

“America the Beautiful”
Katherine Lee Bates

Performed By: 
Zachary Hyman
Junior, Theatre and Communication Arts

Invocation*

Rev. Michael Kesicki
Associate Vice President for Mission and Ministry

Welcome
Keith Taylor, Ph.D.
President, Gannon University

Musical Interlude
“In Praise of Christmas”
A 17th Century Folk Song

Performed By: 
Reverend Shawn Jeffrey Clerkin, M.F.A.
Associate Professor and Director of the Theatre Program

Sam Hyman
Campus Events Technical Director

Presentation of Honorary Degree
Keith Taylor, Ph.D.

Address
Philip H. Kelly, D.A.
Professor of English, Gannon University

Presentation of Degree Candidates
William L. Scheller II, Ph.D., Dean
College of Engineering and Business

Linda M. Fleming, Ph.D., Dean
College of Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

Carolynn B. Masters, Ph.D., RN, Dean
Morosky College of Health Professions and Sciences

Conferral of Degrees
Keith Taylor, Ph.D.

Benediction*

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L.
Bishop, Diocese of Erie

Recessional 

*All who are able are asked to stand.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Philip H. Kelly, D.A.

Philip H. Kelly, D.A. has been a distinguished presence on Gannon’s campus since 1968 as 
a faculty member, administrator, mentor and friend of the University. 

Dr. Kelly was recruited for a faculty position in English by John Rouch, Ph.D. In addition 
to his teaching career, he had a parallel career in administration dating to his earliest 
years at Gannon. Dr. Kelly was named director of freshman English in 1970. Three 
years later, he was appointed interim director of the Upward Bound program. He served 
as ombudsperson for the School of Humanities and later director of Gannon’s Open 
University Program, a correspondence program for non-traditional students that led to 
Gannon’s first on-line courses. 

In the mid-1980s, Dr. Kelly served as interim dean of the College of Humanities and 
concluded the decade as a half-time assistant vice president of academic affairs. In 1991 at 
the suggestion of the late Thomas Ostrowski, Ph.D., Dr. Kelly started the Advising Center 
for the College of Humanities, an initiative that ultimately became the University Advising 
Center and is now one part of Gannon’s comprehensive Student Success Center.

From 1992 through 1995, Dr. Kelly served as dean of Humanities, and for one year, dean 
of the newly created College of Humanities, Business, and Education. Dr. Kelly served as 
interim provost twice and as interim president from January through June 2011. He has 
been the University’s mentor for new faculty since 2006.

Dr. Kelly received his bachelor’s degree in English/Secondary Education in 1965 from 
Mount Saint Mary’s College in Emmitsburg, Maryland. While at the Mount, he was 
president of the chapter of Lambda Iota Tau, the national literary honor society. He ran 
track his freshman year and in his sophomore year was a founding member of Fortitudo et 
Salutem, the Mount’s strength and health club. Dr. Kelly received a Master of Arts degree in 
English from the University of Dayton in 1968 and a Doctor of Arts degree from Carnegie 
Mellon University in 1978.

A native of Marion, Ohio, Dr. Kelly married the former Judy Moloney in 1967. Their two 
children are both Gannon alumni, as is Judy Kelly, who completed a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree in education.

Philip H. Kelly, D.A.
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
College of Engineering and Business

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

Bachelor of Science

Robert Douglas Alfieri
Omar M. Alghosen
Abdulaziz Mohammed Alhusaynan
Ayoob Marwan Almotairi
Faisal Mesfer Alqahtani
Robert Joshua Anderson
Abdulaziz Mohammed Basaqr
Alyssa Marie Bates
Alec Battaglia
Kyler Casey
Matthew Prynne Dixon

Anh Duc Do
Casey James Erhardt
Marcus Damian Fray
Michael Kobla Gadagbui
Lisa Farmer Gropler
Catherine Hakel
Shahid A. Hashmi
Taralyn Ishman
Denzel Dajaun Keith
Marcus V. Kraus
Lindsay Rae Lucas

Anthony Malone
Vincent Mayer
Jennifer Núñez
Morgan Schenker
Andrew Pace Sweny
Stephen D. Sweny
Ryan P. Theuerkauf
Corey Trocki
Chloe A. Ziegler

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering

Bader Almutairi
Ibrahim Alsgaer

Saad Alshlei
Faisal Ibrahim Ash Shuraihi

GRADUATE STUDIES

Master of Business Administration

Amber Lynn Crosby
Laurie J. Golden
Andrea Rene Greenwald
Francisco J. Guerra III
Ling Jin
Nimota Adenike Lawal

Vimal Sam Lawrence
Paul Meccariello
Jinkou Peng
Alicia Elizabeth Ruscitto
Karli Anne Stankiewicz
Khaleel Hasan Khaleel Abdel Wahab

Shunqin Wang
Danielle Marie Ward
Kristin J. Wisniewski
Amy K. Wolf
Zachary Zelcs

Master of Public Administration

Mousa Khalid Alkhalaf
Ashley Elizabeth Sophia Lawson

Anshumaan Singh
Kelly A. Tapper

Kimberly C. Thomas

Master of Science in Computer and Information Science

Saif Ali Alharbi
Ahmed Abdulaziz Alhumaidi
Khalid Balqasem A. Alqarni

Dinesharumugam Senthil Arumugam
Prashanth Kumar Lankadhasari
Yousef Abdu H. Masluf

Raja Kumar Reddy Thammaneni
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Master of Science in Electrical Engineering

Himanth Reddy Adavelli
Atallah Awadh Alenazi
Ali Aljuboori
Omar Aljuboori
Naga Sai Murali Krishna Atluri
Vamsi Dhar Reddy Banukota
Vamsi Gandhi Chava
Malavika Cherukuri
Samuel Isaac Pele Chinnakatti
Lakshmi Ram Teja Eluri
Keerthi Sagar Gannavaram
Sai Kiran Jajula

Saran Kumar Jasti
Kalyan Babu Kalagotla
Lakshmi Sindhura Karumuru
Venkatesh Kasanagottu
Sathish Kumar Kasulabadha
Sravan Kumar Katakam
Kalyanshankar Kummari
Vivek Mahobiya
Sai Kiran Meduri
Venkata Sai Sri Harsha Modepalli
Deeraj Kumar Mutyala
Mallikarjun Gupta Nallamalli

Sai Sandeep Ogety
Prathyusha Parchuri
Krunal Mahendrabhai Patel
Kavya Pathuri
Suraj Pratap Samirlal Poddar
Sai Sreethya Poladi
Ranjitha Nagendra Prasad
Shilpa Rachkonda
Prasanna V. Sawant
Gireshkumar Seelaboyina
Mihir Umeshkumar Shah
Venkata Sruthi Lavanya Thenneti

Master of Science in Embedded Software Engineering

Shashikanth Reddy Anugu
Mounika Gangula
Harish Jangam
Jignesh Mukeshbhai Modi

Sivacharan Das Gadam Muni
Raghu C. Nallapati
Karthik Kumar Padala
Raja Chandra Rohith Raparthi

Aravind Reddy Samala
Shashidhar Reddy Sunkireddy

Master of Science in Engineering Management

Al Hassan Abaed
Atallah Awadh Alenazi
Anas Ali Ahmed Alghamdi
Mohanned Mohammed Alghamdi
Khalid Abed Mohammed Alharthi
Ahmed Ali A. Alqahtani

Saad Ahmed M. Alzahrani
Mohammed Abdulrahman Babgi
Venkata Reddy Badveli
Suchita Chanda
Prateek Reddy Dodda
Gregory Caleb Faulconbridge

Nikhitha Reddy Lachagari
Pratikkumar Mukeshkumar Shah
Venkatesh Velagapudi
Abdulhamid Ahmed Walye

Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering

Al Hassan Abaed
Abdulfatah Abukhdir
Yasser Saeed A. Algahtani
Anas Ali Ahmed Alghamdi
Khalid Abed Mohammed Alharthi
Phanindra Alladi
Mazin Mahmoud Almahmoud
Sharath Kumar Anthati
Amarnath Audhimoolam
Akshay Kumar Bolishetty
Goutham Goud Boora
Vikas Malleshappa Chatrad
Anvesh Cheekati

Srikanth Dandumahanti
Naga Venkata Bharath Kumar Dhupati
Sai Teja Reddy Gidde
Chandrika Prasad Jogi
Devika Kambham
Jaya Hari Deep Reddy Kasu
Stephen Joseph Kocienski
Surendra Kumar Koritala
Sumanth Koya
Gayas Mohammed
Salman Khan Mohammed
Soumith Kumar Nimmagadda
Sai Teja Nuka

Dhavalkumar Patel
Yash Bhupendrabhai Patel
Manoj Reddy
Tanuja Sarella
Venkata Abhiram Sistla
Kevin W. Teygart
Akhil Thati
Akash Bhupat Thummar
Abdulhamid Ahmed Walye
Allen Robert Watts
Venkata Ramchand Yalamanchili
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
College of Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

Bachelor of Arts

Tariq Ali A. Al Jarbou
Kristal Kristene Ambrose
Wilfried Wamba Atonfack
Alison L. Barnes
Tony Boykins
Scott Warren Cloudy II
Clare Frances DeSanctis
Laurie Felice Garlington
Sean P. Harmon

Morgan Herzing
Kathryn Eileen Hutchison
Cory M. Johnson
Emalee M. Kedzierski
Colin Kosobucki
Lorenzo Alexander Maddox
Breanna Kayla Miller
James Andrew Moran
Jacob Anthony Newara

Kathryn E. Owen
Sarah Jayne Rich
Jenna Rose Sulecki
Cheick O. Thiero
Stacy M. Trayer
Robert Lee Vollentine
William Witt

Bachelor of Science

Lauren Bennett
Elizabeth A. Cook
Melinda Marshall

Sidney Rae Morgan
Sydne Ashton Pollifrone
Disa Marie Rollinger

Alexandria M. Vallimont

GRADUATE STUDIES

Master of Arts

Brandon K. Fronk

Master of Education

Samantha Church
Jenelle M. Cowger
Amy L. Harvey
Alyssa N. Hetrick
Kimberly Elaine Hunter
Katherine Elizabeth Kokal

Christine Paulette Magistro
Robin Elizebeth Martin
Emily Elizabeth Maurer
Barbara D. S. Orange
Timothy Patrick Shaloiko
Michael R. Soprano

Nicole Diane Strychalski
Kristina Carrington Tissue
Travis Donald Wendel
Danielle Christine Wilkinson

Master of Science

Meagan Brown
Dakota Allan Dehn

Halle Erin Sipple
Joann C. Swartwood

Kristine Marie Weigle

Doctor of Philosophy

Tatiana Bogatova
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation: Grounded Theory of Adoption of 

Sustainability Thinking and Practices by Organizations

Susan Tausch Gizzie
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation: A Phenomenological Study:  

Elementary Teachers’ Perceptions of School-Wide 
Positive Behavior Support in a Rural Pennsylvania 
School

Kristen Maria Petruska
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation:  Follower Perceptions of the Servant 

Leadership Survey

Kristen Marie Silbaugh
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation:  An Exploration of the Relationship 

Between Principal Self-Efficacy, Mindset, and 
Performance Outcomes

Karen Ann Staab
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation: Authentic Leaders: Differences in 

Character Strengths They Possess
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Morosky College of Health Professions and Sciences

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

Bachelor of Science

Stevan Bjelicic
Emily Sue Coll
Alyssa Marti Davis
Nicole Marie DePace
Kaitlyn Mary Clare Falk
Makenzie Hanlin

Dara-Lynn Marie Hockman
BriAnn Nicole Marie Joyce
Levi John Kalka
Sara Mashayekan
Rachel Faith Ochsenhirt
Kerry F. O’Connor

Tyler J. Powell
Bremont Keairis Robison
Timothy Shearer Jr.
Jessie Lee Sypin
Emily A. Wise

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Jordan Rae Artieri
Jennifer Ann Barker
Jessica Lynne Bower
Shelly Rose Brandt

Mary Margaret Eighmy
Victoria Pei Yi Ho
Kara Ann Kelleran
Rachael Jo Kolesar

ReynaLynn Palanca
Christina M. Socash
Jacklyn Suroviec
Alan John Tarasovitch

GRADUATE STUDIES

Master of Science in Nursing

Sonia Marcel Avery Stewart

Doctor of Nursing Practice

John Thomas Brown III Melanie Glennon Esteban Padilla

Kristen Maria Petruska
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation:  Follower Perceptions of the Servant 

Leadership Survey

Kristen Marie Silbaugh
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation:  An Exploration of the Relationship 

Between Principal Self-Efficacy, Mindset, and 
Performance Outcomes

Karen Ann Staab
Organizational Learning and Leadership
Doctoral Dissertation: Authentic Leaders: Differences in 

Character Strengths They Possess
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Academic Regalia in American Universities

In 1895, the Intercollegiate 
Commission presented to American 
institutions of higher learning the 
Intercollegiate Code. Today, this code 
provides for three types of gowns. 
Those for bachelors are made of black 
material and have long, pointed sleeves. 
The master’s gown is made with an 
oblong sleeve, open at the wrist. 
The rear part of its oblong shape is a 
square cut and the front part has an arc 
cutaway. The doctor’s gown is made 
with bell-shaped sleeves and like the 
master’s gown, it is designed so that it 
can be worn open or closed.

The black oxford cap is worn for all 
degrees, but only the doctor’s cap may 
be made of velvet. Only doctors and 
presidents of colleges may wear a gold 
tassel on the cap. 

It is the hood which is the most 
important and distinctive feature of the 
American code.

The doctor’s hood, of black cloth, is 
four feet in length and made with a 
wide panel. The master’s and bachelor’s 
hoods are three-and-one-half feet long 
and three feet wide.

The binding or trim of all hoods is of 
velvet, two, three and five inches wide 
for the bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s 
degrees, respectively.

The color of this velvet trim indicates 
the department or faculty to which 
the degree pertains, each department 
having been assigned a different color 
by the Intercollegiate Code. The lining 
of the hood reflects the official colors of 
the college/university.

Arts, Letters, Humanities - White 

Business - Drab  

Education - Light Blue  

Engineering - Orange

Health Sciences - Sage

Law - Purple

Medical Sciences - Green 

Nursing - Apricot

Philosophy - Royal

Public Administration - Peacock 

Public Health - Salmon

Science - Gold

Social Work - Citron 

Theology - Red

The Gannon University Seal

The Gannon seal symbolizes the 
institution’s rich history and its 
Mission. 

The right side of the shield is proper 
to Gannon’s founder, Archbishop John 
Mark Gannon, who, as is customary, 
selected spiritual symbols for his 
Episcopal seal when he became a 
bishop. The three crosses in the upper 
right corner express faith in the Trinity. 
The left side of the shield includes 
the traditional symbols of education: 
the lamp of learning, the book of 
knowledge and the sun as a symbol 
of enlightenment. The waves refer to 
Gannon’s campus location adjacent to 
Lake Erie. The sunburst in Gannon’s 
logo carries forward this tradition and 
symbolism of Gannon as a source of 
energy, optimism and enlightenment. 
This summer sun is also a reminder 
of how Gannon is blessed with the 
resources of this great lake. 

The shield in the seal is surrounded by 
three ribbons, each of which contains 
a Latin word: sanitas, which means 
soundness of mind; scientia, which 
means knowledge; and sanctitas, 
holiness of life. Gannon continues 
to embrace the spirit of these words 
through its focus on the holistic 
development of students. 

Finally, Latin letters that circle the seal 
indicate that Gannon University is  
located in Erie, Pennsylvania and was 
founded in 1925.
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GANNON UNIVERSITY  
MISSION

Gannon is a Catholic, Diocesan university 
dedicated to excellence in teaching, scholarship 

and service. Our faculty and staff prepare 
students to be global citizens through programs 

grounded in the liberal arts and sciences 
and professional specializations. Inspired by 
the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, we offer 
a comprehensive, values-centered learning 

experience that emphasizes faith, leadership, 
inclusiveness and social responsibility.

The list of graduates included on the commencement program is not intended to be used as an official indication of graduation. The diploma of the 
University and the official transcript, signed and sealed by the proper officers, provide authentic testimony to the conferring of a degree.




